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A detailed 
article-by-article analysis.

About the book:
The Commentary, founded by the late Otto Triffterer more than 20 years ago, is the 
leading commentary on the Rome Statute and legal framework of the International 
Criminal Court (ICC). The editor and a number of eminent legal practitioners and 
scholars in the fi eld of international criminal law give a detailed article-by-article 
analysis of the Statute of the ICC. The commentary aims at explaining the content 
of the various articles in a broader sense, including their drafting history, their 
interpretation through ICC case law, their impact on International Criminal Law, 
and their relation with other sources of the ICC such as the Rules of Procedure and 
Evidence, the Regulations of the Court and the Prosecution. 

This fourth edition of the commentary has been thoroughly revised, updated, 
extended, and complemented with some further resources. It contains up-to-date 
case law (including a Table of Cases), literature and legislative developments at the 
ICC. Due to the burgeoning body of International Criminal Law, clarity and structure 
of presentation as well as greater consistency was a major objective of this new 
edition. It is hoped that the Commentary will continue to provide a useful guide for 
both practitioners and academics in various capacities.

The benefi ts at a glance:

 thoroughly revised, updated and 
extended 4th edition (more than 700 
additional pages)

 contains current case law (including a new, 
detailed Table of Cases) 



About the editor and authors:
Kai Ambos is Professor and Chair of Criminal Law, Criminal 
Procedure, Comparative Law, International Criminal Law and 
Public International Law at the Georg August University of 
Göttingen (GAU). He is also a judge at the Kosovo Specialist 
Chambers (KSC), The Hague, amicus curiae (advisor) of the 
Colombian Jurisdiction for Peace and director of the Centro de 
Estudios de Derecho Penal y Procesal Penal Latinoamericano 
(CEDPAL) at the GAU. 

The contributors to the commentary are academics and 
practitioners in the field of international criminal law: Susann 
Aboueldahab; Hirad Abtahi; Philipp Ambach; Kai Ambos; 
Roberta Arnold; Mohamed Badar; Elisabeth Baumgartner; 
Olympia Bekou; Morten Bergsmo; Gilbert Bitti; Stefanie 
Bock; Michael Bohlander; Rafael Braga da Silva; Bruce 
Broomhall; Christoph Burchard; Veronique Caruana; Eleni 
Chaitidou; Roger S. Clark; Paula Clarke; Michael Cottier; 
Margaret M. deGuzman; David Donat Cattin; Knut  
Dörmann; Franziska Eckelmans; Aidan Ellis; Albin Eser; 
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Rolf Einar Fife; Elisa Freiburg-Braun; Robin Geiß; Julia  
Grignon; Fabricio Guariglia; Gerhard Hafner; Matt  
Halling; Robert O. Harmsen; Niamh Hayes; Alexander 
Heinze; Larissa van den Herik; Gudrun Hochmayr; Beti 
Hohler; Miles Jackson; Dov Jacobs; Magda Karagiannakis; 
Karim A. A. Khan; Alejandro Kiss; Robert Kolb; Claus Kreß; 
David Krivanek; Matthias Lippold; Yvonne McDermott 
Rees; Simon M. Meisenberg; Sabine Mzee; Volker Nerlich; 
Daniel David Ntanda Nsereko; Odo Ogwuma; Jens  
David Ohlin; Giulia Pecorella; Donald K. Piragoff; Joseph 
Powderly; Kimberly Prost; Anni Pues; Rod Rastan; Astrid 
Reisinger Coracini; Emilia Richard; Darryl Robinson; 
Wiebke Rückert; Cedric Ryngaert; William A. Schabas; 
Carsten Stahn; Gerard A. M. Strijards; Immi Tallgren; 
Manuel Ventura; Renan Villacis; Stefan Wehrenberg; Peter 
Wilkitzki; Rebecca Young; Mohamed el Zeidy; Dan Zhu; 
Andreas Zimmermann; Till Zimmermann.
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Praise from the intro-
ductions to the 4th edition:

It will be one of the books that, despite its large size, will not 
need a place on my bookshelf because it will always be on 
my desk.

Prof Dr Piotr Hofmański, President of the International Criminal Court

[O]ne cannot underestimate the importance of this Commen-
tary as a source of information and reference for anyone 
dealing with the ICC and international criminal law.

Judge Prof Dr Bertram Schmitt, International Criminal Court

[T]he leading Commentary on the Rome Statute … has the 
advantage of being distilled in one volume and written by 
recognized experts … The authors of the 4th edition have 
risen to the challenge of comprehensively updating the 
text to refl ect the many developments… Professor Ambos 
deserves our thanks for his herculean efforts in editing this 
commentary … to improve the consistency and structure of 
presentation.

Karim A. A. Khan, QC, Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court

[Professor Ambos] … has assembled a collection of contribu-
tors of impeccable pedigree and arranged the fourth edition 
of the work in a concise and logical way. Structurally and 
substantively, it is a fi ne piece of work and an improvement 
on its predecessor. 

Peter Haynes, QC, President of the International Criminal Court Bar 
Association (ICCBA)

I commend the authors and contributors for their efforts to 
enhance our collective understanding of the Rome Statute 
and the International Criminal Court.

O-Gon Kwon, President of the Assembly of States Parties, ICC


